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Zusammenfassun g Austria (n=503). There were significant differences

In diesem Beitrag untersuche ich die kulturellen Un-
terschiede zwischen Osterreicherlnnen und Amerikane-
rinnen in Bezug auf die Nutzung von Technologie im
tdglichen Leben. Um herauszufinden, ob es Unterschiede
zwischen Osterreicherlnnen und Amerikanerlnnen in
Bezug auf die Nutzung von Technologie in ihren roman-
tischen Beziehungen gibt, wurden Selbstauskiinfte darii-
ber, wie Menschen in Amerika (n = 650) Technologie in
ihren Beziehungen nutzen, mit einer Stichprobe in Os-
terreich (n=503) verglichen. Es gab signifikante Un-
terschiede zwischen Osterreicherlnnen und Amerikane-
rlnnen in Bezug auf eine Reife von Variablen, darunter
die Akzeptanz der Technologienutzung in ihrem Leben,
die Technologienutzung in iren intimen Beziehungen,
die Technologie in ihrem tiglichen Leben, die Hdufig-
keit des Austauschs von Sexting und das Vorhandensein
von Regeln in der Beziehung beziiglich der Nutzung von
Mobiltelefonen und sozialen Medien. Der Zweck dieses
Papiers ist es, Trends in der Technologienutzung unter
Osterreicherlnnen im Vergleich zu Amerikanerlnnen
darzustellen und festzustellen, ob es Unterschiede in der
Beeinflussung der Technologie in einer romantischen Be-
ziehung gibt.

Abstract

In this paper, 1 explore the cultural differences between
Austrians and Americans regarding technology usage
in their daily lives. To test the difference, if any, between
Austrians and Americans as it pertains to their tech-
nology use in their romantic relationships, self-reported
data on how people use technology in their relationships
in America (n=650) were compared with a sample in

between Austrians and Americans on a number of var-
iables including the acceptability of technology use in
their life, technology use in their intimate relationships,
technology in their daily lives, the frequency of sexting
exchanges, and the presence of rules in relationship re-
garding cell phone use and social media. The purpose of
this paper is to present trends in technology use among
Austrians as compared to Americans and to determine
whether there are differences in the interference of tech-
nology in one's romantic relationship.

1. Introduction

With over 4.6 billion people using the Internet across the
globe (Internet World Stats, 2020), couples and families
discover new ways of communicating and utilize the In-
ternet and cell phone technologies to increase intimacy,
solve problems, and forge new connections. In Austria,
for example, there are 7.9 million users of the Internet,
and 87.9 % of the entire population of Austria (Internet
World Stats, 2020). At the same time, couples and fami-
lies continue to be plagued with serious problems re-
lated to technology including boundary issues (Norton,
Baptist & Hogan, 2018), privacy (Farrell, Ditunnariello
& Pearson, 2014; Hertlein & van Dyck, in press), online
gaming addiction (Hyun et al., 2015; Snodgrass, Zhao,
Lacy, Zhang & Tate, 2019), online sex addiction, infide-
lity, cyberbullying, cyberstalking, sexting, and sexually-
charged information in places easily accessible to youth
(Blinka, Skafupové & Mitterova, 2016; Hertlein & Blumer,
2019). The sheer amount of Internet use combined with
the challenging outcomes of engagement in online prac-
tices compels us to understand more about how Internet
use affects our lives and, more specifically, our relation-
ships.
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